2 . PHONEMES 

There are twenty-two segmental phonemes in Ida'an: sixteen consonants /p t k ? b d 
gsdsmnglrwy/^ and six vowels /i u e a o a/. Stress is contrastive. Long contoids 
are written in the phonetic data as sequences. 



^The data for this paper were collected in the latter half of 1983, while the author and his family 
were living in the village of Sapagaya, Lahad Datu. The primary language assistants dwing 
this period were Obagat bin Basud and Ali Ramshah bin AH Asgar. Credit and thanks are due to 
the many residents of the village who have helped us through language learning and study. I 
have also benefitted from the comments of my SIL colleagues on earlier drafts of this paper. I 
acknowledge responsibility for all remaining flaws. 

^There are two boirowed phonemes which are not yet fiilly assimilated, /z/ is realized as [z], [3], 
or [d3], and is limited almost entirely to personal names of Arabic origin, as in /zamrin/ 
['zamrm) - ['dsamrm] and /a'ziza/ [a'ziza] - [a'3i3a] - [a'd3id3a]. 

One occunence of /z/ in a loan word is attested in /zir}/ [zig] * [311)] - [d^is}] 'metal 
roofmg material*; compare zinc (English). 

/h/ occurs in borrowed words. Usually [h] alternates with [?]; in the speech of older 
people [?] predominates. The word [tahun] *year\ does not seem to vary in pronunciation. 
This may be a Malay loan word, although the Suluk (Tausug) word is also [tahun] (Hassan, et 
al., 1975), and Suluk is a widely used trade language in the Lahad Datu area. 
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2.1 Description of phonemes 

2.1.1 Consonants 

/p/ lip] voiceless bilabial plosive; occurs syllable-initially: 
/ps!naw/ [pa'naw] * to go' 

AnAgap'pas/ [mAr)ap'**pas] 'is sweeping* 

(pi voiceless unreleased bilabial plosive; occurs syllable-finally: 
/mutap/ [*muIapT 'tomorrow' 

/t/ Q] voiceless dental plosive; occurs syllable-initially: 
/tuV [ju'i] 'here' 

/tad'tik/ [lad*"jik1 'away from the river' 

\f] voiceless unreleased dental plosive; occurs syllable-finally: 
/put'ti/ [purti] 'banana' 

fpax/ [pan 'four' 

/k/ [k] voiceless velar plosive; occurs syllable-initially: 
/kaW [kalco] 'older sibling' 

M voiceless unreleased velar plosive; occurs syllable-finally: 
/sAk'kAt/ [sAk^lcoH *ied' 

/a*nak/ [a'nakT 'chiW' 

/?/ p] occurs syllable-finally, but not word-initially: 
^da*?an/ [ida*?an] (ethnonym) 

Ai'na?/ [i'na?] 'mother' 
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/b/ [b] voiced bilabial plosive; occurs syllable-initially: 
/ba'dur/ [ba'dug] 'to sit down' 

/da1)ul/ [da^buf] *mud' 

[bl voiced unieleased bilabial plosive; occurs syllable-finally: 
/bAgAb'bi?/ [bAgAb^'bi?] 'to spit' 
/a'lAb/ [a'lobT 'knee' 

Idl [dl voiced alveolar plosive; occurs syllable-intially: 
/Ad*da?/ [d'da?] ^ [da?] 'blood'^ 

Ain'dAg/ [tin*dogT 'post' 

[dl voiced unieleased alveolar plosive; occurs syllable-finally: 
^nAgad'dun/ [nugad^'dun] "preparing a drink' 

/g/ [g] voiced velar plosive; occurs syllable-initially: 
/ga'gA/ [ga'go] 'strong man' 

[gT voiced unieleased velar plosive; occurs syllable-finally: 
/lig/ [IigT *neck' 

/TAgW [fAg^'ko] 'price' 

/s/ [s] voiceless alveolar central fricative: 

/sA*ra?/ [sA'ra?] *mat' 

/mis'san/ [mis*san] *once' 

/bAg*kas/ [bAg^kas] 'uncooked rice' 

/dj/ [d3] voiced palato-alveolar affricate; occurs syllable-initially: 

/d5a1)ag/ [dsa'bag] * wide-mouthed water jar' 

/su'dsan/ [su'dsan] *low» broad-backed turtle' 

/m/ [m] voiced bilabial nasal: 

/kAm'man/ [kAm'man] 'uncle* 

/mA*rim/ [mA'fim] 'to laugh' 

/n/ [n] voiced alveolar nasal: 

/ni'ug/ [ni'ugT 'coconut' 

Aa'na?/ [ta'na?] 'low' 

/u*lun/ [u'lun] 'person' 

/rj/ [g] voiced velar nasal: 

/Oag/ [gagl 'width' 

yi}iij*ka?/ [pir)*ka?] 'lame' 

/u'lag/ [u'laq] 'snake' 

N [1] voiced alveolar lateral: 

/lig/ [ligl *neck' 

/bAl'lit/ [bAl'liH 'to sew' 

/sul/ [sul] 'fee ioc servk:e rendered 



3[Adda7] is not attested. 
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/r/ [r] voiced alveolar flap: 

/ri'pAn/ [fi'pon] *slave* 

/a'ri/ [a'fi] 'young' 

/u'sur/ [u'suf] 'story' 

/w/ [w] voiced rounded labiovelar semivowel: 

/walu/ ['walu] 'eight* 

/si'way/ [si' way] 'nine* 

/pa'naw/ [pa'naw] 'to go' 

lyl [y] voiced unrounded palatal semivowel: 

/a'yug/ [a'yugl 'friend' 

/a'puy/ [a'puy] 'fire' 



2.1,2 Vowels 

This analysis of Ida'an posits six phonemic vowels. Four of these vowels are 
primary, and two are secondary. Historically there were only four vowels, /i a a u/, 
which I refer to as primary vowels. The additional vowels /e 0/ have arisen through 
morphophonemic processes (cf. sec. 5). 

Usually words with /e/ result from infixing {-i-} (past tense) in verb forms whose 
penultimate vowel is /a/, e.g. /ne'ra?/ -« /nia'ra?/ 'was said', {-i-} is realized as /-An-/ 
when the initial vowel of the root is /i/. /e/ has a restricted distribution, never occurring 
in word-final syllables. As there is no productive suffixation in Ida'an. word-final 
syllabic is functionally equivalent to root-final syllable. 

There are, however, several roots which have /e/ as the penultimate vowel, e.g. 
/deWp/ 'knife', /ep'pus/ 'finished; ready', and /de'rum/ 'needle'. In the Sandakan dialect 
of Ida'an, 'knife' is /da'nAp/, and in Dusun 'needle' is /darum/; but these forms do not 
occur in Sapagaya Ida'an. 

[0] rarely occurs pcnultimately, except as a result of verbal infixation. Verb forms 
with penultimate [o] typically result from infixing (-u-) before /a/, e.g., /pa'naw/ 'to go' 
+ {-U-) -> /po'naw/ 'go there!'. This process is similar to the one which derives [e] from, 
{-i-) + /a/. Roots in which [0] occurs penullimaicly include /mo'nay/ 'handsome (male)', 
/go'qan/ 'prawn', and /dso'lan/ ^ /d3ua'lan/ 'fried banana'. I posit the secondary vowel 
phoneme /o/ to account for the occurrence of penultimate [0], Ultimate [o], which is 
always sU"essed, and [a], which is always unstressed, are allophones of /a/. 

There is more morphophonemic evidence for four primary vowels, (-u-) is realized 
as [Am] before high vowels, e.g. /sun'iuk/ 'to hit' + {-u-} -> /sAmun'tuk/ 'be hitting'. 
There are some instances where a form already infixed by {-u-] may be infixed again: 

/gab'pi/ *nighl' 

/gob'pi/ Mate afternoon' (or 'becoming night') 

/gAmob'pi/ *cariy aficmoon' (or 'becoming late aftcrnon') 



134 



Ida'an Phonemics 



/kA'lati/ ' *understood' 

/'loti/ *be understanding' 

/lA'moti/ 'able to understand' 

The fact that {-u-) is realized as [Am] before high vowels, indicates that /o/ in 
/gAnnob'pi/ and /lA'moti/ represents an underlying /ua/ sequence. The four-vowel 
hypothesis claims that at an earlier stage in the development of the sound system, all 
penultimate /o/'s (realized as [o]) came from underlying /ua/. Thus [a] and ultimate [o] 
were always in complementary disu-ibution and are allophones of the same phoneme /a/. 

I'll [r] semi-high front unrounded vowel; alternates with [i] in closed syllables: 
/it'tAy/ [if'toy] • *smair 

[i] high front unrounded vowel; occurs elsewhere: 
/i'nA/ [i'no] 'that (close)' 

/u/ [u] semi-high back rounded vowel; alternates with [u] in closed syllables: 
/ubpa?/ [Wpa?] 'thigh' 

[u] high back rounded vowel; occurs elsewhere: 
/u'tAk/ [u'tok] 'brain' 

/'subu/ ['subu] 'morning' 

/e/ [e] lower-mid front unrounded vowel; alternates with [e] in closed syllables: 
/ep'pus/ [ep*"pus] 'ready; finished' 

[e] mid front unrounded vowel; occurs elsewhere: 
/de'nAp/ [de'nop^] 'knife' 

/a/ [a] lower-mid 'central slightly rounded vowel; occurs in non-final unstressed 
syllables: 
/pAn'dan/ [pAn'dan] 'not yet' 

[o] mid back rounded vowel; occurs in final stressed syllables: 
/a?/ [o?] 'yes' 

/Ar)'kA/ [ad'*^o] 'is not' 

/o/ [o] mid back rounded vowel; occurs in penultimate syllables: 
/gob'pi/ [gob^'pi] 'late afternoon' 

/mo'n^jy/ [mo'nay] 'handsome (of males)' 

/a/ [a] low ccnu'al unrounded vowel; 

/a'kay/ [a'kay] 'is; has' 

/at'tas/ [af'tas] 'high; above' 
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